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To the Special Olympics Louisiana family, 
 
This past year was filled with many events and 
memories. As you continue reading you will 
learn more about all the events that took place, 
including: the 2011 Special Olympics World 
Summer Games, the introduction of  Flag 
Football, the premier of  the T.R.A.I.N. program 
and the successful Over the Edge. On a 
National level, Special Olympics received a 4 
star rating from Charity Navigator and was 
awarded the 2011 Top Non Profit Badge by 
Philanthropedia for being the organization with 
the highest impact on those with intellectual 
disabilities. 
 
 We received countless support from you, our 
sponsors, family members, donors, coaches, law 
enforcement, and we could not have done it 
without you. We are always looking for ways to 
enhance our athletes’ experiences and we are 
proud that we incorporated more athletes, 
partners and friends into the Special Olympics 
family this year. We will continue to provide our 
unique programs and reach out to the 120,000 
people in Louisiana who qualify for Special 
Olympics but are not participating in one or 
more of  our programs. We are eager to see what 
this next year has in store and ask each of  you 
to share the Special Olympics experience with 
someone in 2012. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Pat Carpenter Bourgeois 
President and CEO 
Special Olympics Louisiana 

Pat Carpenter Bourgeois President and CEO Special Olympics Louisiana 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To provide year-round sports 
training and athletic competition 

in a variety of Olympic-type 
sports for children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities, 

giving them continuing 
opportunities to develop 

physical fitness, demonstrate 
courage, experience joy and 

participate in a sharing of gifts, 
skills and friendships with their 
families, other Special Olympics 

athletes and the community. 



Special Olympics Louisiana (SOLA) offered sports, 
health, education, leadership, family and training 
programs to 13,035 people with intellectual 
disabilities in 2011. We have  
programs available in all 64 parishes  
of the State. Programs are available  
for those beginning at age 2 and  
there is no upper age limit. 

Special Olympics offers Training and  
Sports Competition opportunities for  
every athlete regardless of gender, age  
or ability. The rules accommodate all 
levels of athletic ability and enable  
participants to compete against athletes  
of similar skills so that all have a fair  
chance to win. In 2011, we held 85  
competitive events in sports such as:  
Aquatics, Athletics, Basketball, Bocce,  
Bowling, Cycling, Equestrian, Flag Football, Golf, Horseshoes, Powerlifting, Softball, 
Tennis, Volleyball, etc. 
 
Unified Sports brings together athletes with intellectual disabilities and their peers 
without intellectual disabilities on the same team for training and competition. In 
2011, we incorporated 667 unified partners into the program. 
 
Each year the summer sports program Camp Shriver is hosted to build and develop 
skills and relationships. The Camp is social and athletic. The primary goal is to learn 
new skills and improve individual sports performances. In 2011, we hosted 4 Camp 
Shriver’s in: Baton Rouge, Destrehan, Jefferson and Shreveport. 
 
The Athlete Leadership Program trains athletes to hold meaningful roles as public 
speakers, board members, sport officials, coaches, and more. By participating as leaders,   
         athletes help shape the public’s perceptions about what they can do and gain   
         skills that help them excel off the playing field. In 2011, we recruited several   
         more athletes to be global messengers and to serve on the Youth Activation    
         Committee as leaders in our movement. 



Healthy Athletes® is the world’s largest public health program for people with 
intellectual disabilities. At Healthy Athletes events, volunteer healthcare professionals 
provide athletes with free screenings and services in different clinical areas, Health 
Promotion, Special Smiles, Fun Fitness, Healthy Hearing.  In 2011, we screened 1,032 
athletes and provided numerous health-related products like mouth guards and sun 
safety wristbands. 
 
Project UNIFY® is a dynamic collaboration between Special Olympics and school 
communities that engages young people with and without intellectual disabilities to 
promote attitudes and behaviors of acceptance and inclusion in schools. Project UNIFY 
builds and strengthens partnerships with schools. Through Project UNIFY, young 
people with and without intellectual disabilities are truly integrated, playing side-by-
side on sports teams and coming together to discuss topics such as reversing negative 
stereotypes. In 2011, we connected with 30 schools in the state and offered our 
programs to more than 4,000 students. 
 
Get Into It® is a K-12 service-learning curriculum designed to promote acceptance 
and understanding of people’s differences, motivating them to become advocates for 
and together with all people.  The full curriculum, as well as a variety of components   
                                          are available for free.  
 
                                
  

The Family Support Network is families 
helping one another. Family members recruit, 
coach, raise funds, officiate games, chaperone 
events and train others. They also play the 
important role hosting Family Forums to 
support new families.  
         
The Young Athletes Program is a sports 
play  program that introduces children 2 to 7 
yrs. old to sports prior to competition for 
Special Olympics at age eight. It utilizes 
physical activities to develop fundamental 
motor tracking and eye-hand coordination 
play. Children build  skills through planned 
activities on a regular basis. In 2011, this 
program was offered to 785 young athletes. 

Of course, none of these programs 
would have been possible with out the 
help of the over 14,000 volunteers we 
had helping us across Louisiana in 2011! 



June 25th through July 4, 2011                                  Special Olympics 2011 World Summer      
                                  Games were held June 25 – July 4,         
                               2011 in Athens, Greece. Special Olympics      
                   Louisiana sent five athletes and one coach to participate in Athletics, 
Bocce, Cycling and Golf. The 2011 Special Olympics World Summer Games was the 
biggest event held across the world in 2011 with an estimated 25,000 volunteers and 
3,000 event officials and referees, 7,500 athletes and 2,500 coaches from 180 
countries. 
 
Prior to leaving for Greece, in March 2011, the athletes took part in a Training Camp 
in San Diego, California to meet the rest of Team USA. Team USA consisted of 314 
athletes and 126 coaches and staff. The week before competitions took place, June 
18th - June 24th, Team USA went through a series of sporting, cultural and artistic 
events, they had the opportunity to adapt to a new environment, to experience the 
Greek culture, to enjoy the natural beauty and traditional cuisine, as well as train 
before the Games. 
 
Special Olympics Louisiana was very proud of our representatives as each came home 
a winner! Ja’Cher Melton participated in Athletics, she won silver in the 100M Walk 
and bronze in the Softball Throw. Steven Tookes also participated in Athletics, he 
won 4th in the 4x100M Relay, Silver in the Long Jump and 4th in the 100M Run. 
Boyd Reeves won 4th in Bocce Teams, Silver in Bocce Singles and 5th in Bocce 
Doubles. Patricia Westrope won Silver in Bocce Teams, Bronze in Bocce Singles, 
and Gold in Bocce Doubles. Joel Murray participated in Golf, he won Silver   

  in the Level 5 - Individual Stroke Play 18 holes. Coach Cindy Landry  
  went as the Cycling Coach for Team USA, which brought home six Gold,  
  two Silver and seven Bronze Medals, as well as, two Fourth Place and four  
  Sixth Place Ribbons. 



Patricia Westrope 

Joel Murray 

Steven Tookes 

Ja’Cher Melton 

Coach Cindy Landry 

Boyd Reeves 



Plane  

Pull 

Special Olympics Louisiana’s golf team at Rotary Golf 

 We held two Polar Plunges; in   
 January at Baton Rouge Beach and in    
 February at The American Legion in   
    Shreveport.  Between the two  
    plunges we had over 100 plungers   
    and over $20,000 was raised.  
 

 On March 8th in Boyce, LA we held  
 the Gator Plunge at Tunk’s   
 Cypress Inn and gave a prize for   
 best costume. 
 

  The 8th Annual Hammond Blues  
 and BBQ Challenge took place in  
 downtown Hammond in late March.  
 More than  60 local teams and 50  
 KCBS teams competed in several  
 BBQ competitions. Once again we  
 were chosen as a beneficiary and  
 over $15,000 was raised.  

In April, the 6th Annual Rotary Club of Lafayette South Golf Tournament was 
held at Acadian Hills Country Club. We again were selected as the beneficiary and the 
event raised over $20,000.  One of Special Olympics Louisiana’s golf teams participated 
in the competition.  
 

The 2nd Annual Fire Truck Pull was a blazing success. In April, 10 teams of 10 pulled 
a fire truck 12 feet at Camp Villere in Slidell, LA. The St. Tammany Fire District 3 from 
Lacombe won fastest team. 

In 2011, Special Olympics Louisiana held 
several fundraisers to raise money and promote 
awareness. 

 The 9th Annual SOL Bowl Celebrity bowling event had over 50 celebrities 
 and 20 teams bowling with Special Olympics Louisiana athletes. The event 
 was held in April at Colonial Bowling Lanes in Harahan, LA and raised over 
 $15,000.   



SOL Bowl 

Over the Edge 

The 3rd Annual Over the Edge allowed close 
to 50 people to rappel down the 26 story 
Benson Tower and become a JPSO SWAT 
team member for the day. Held in October, we 
had numerous local celebrities rappel, 
including, New Orleans Saints Mascot Gumbo. 
Over $50,000 was raised and the NFL Sunday 
Night Football team reported on the event. 
 
Our social media efforts increased in 2011, 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube have all 
been active ways to engage those familiar 
with Special Olympics and those who are not. 
Be sure to like us, follow us and view us. 
Social media addresses can be found on the 
back of this report. 
 

The 2010-2011 NFL Experience Raffle sent Tabitha Casimier and a friend to the 
2011 ProBowl in Hawaii. They were treated like VIP guests and had fun in the sun! 
 
The 3rd Annual Plane Pull tested the strength of over15 teams of 20. They pulled a 
Fed Ex B727-200 plane for prizes such as the fastest time, slowest time, and most 
spirited. The Plane Pull was held in July at the Lafayette Regional Airport and the 
Department of Corrections won bragging rights and the first place trophy. 
 
Hood Northlake Chevrolet’s Drive It Forward Campaign allowed car buyer’s to put 
$50 from their purchase of a new car towards one of the choice charities. We were 
selected as a charity of choice and was the top  
charity selected in 2011. 

To find out about these events and more visit 
the Calendar of  Events page on our website. 



Tickets went on sale January 1st for the 2nd 
Annual ScholarWise Scholarship 
Giveaway, which gave away a $100,000 
trust while supporting schools and Special 
Olympics Louisiana. ScholarWise opened to 
students and families the chance at relief 
from the financial pressure of tuition-based 
education. This program, which debuted last 
year, was the first of its kind to bring 
together schools, students, families, and 
Special Olympics Louisiana for mutual 
benefit. Learners of all ages had the 
opportunity to win a $100,000 trust that can 
be used for any qualified educational 
expense – including repayment of student 
loans. Special Olympics Louisiana enjoys 
rewarding Louisiana students while 
increasing community awareness and 
growing its own contributions.  
 
 

 
"I am honored to be the recipient of  the 2010-2011 Free 
To Learn $100,000 Education Giveaway. This remarkable 
program gives me the opportunity to pay for my family’s 

education, support my alma mater and benefit Special 
Olympics Louisiana at the same time! I encourage 

everyone to purchase a ticket for their family.”  
- Mike Michot 

 
 

"Special Olympics made it easy to partner with them. 
They gave us all of  the marketing materials needed to 
promote this giveaway. Winning the $20,000 will assist 
with buying classroom materials and purchasing new 

technology for our school.”   
-  Sarah Hyde, Director of  Cathedral-Carmel Foundation 

Cathedral Carmel won a 

$20,000 school prize! 

Lafayette resident, Mike Michot 
was the 2011 winner 



Louis Tregre and  Mrs. Supriya Jindal 

The Supriya Jindal Foundation for Louisiana’s 
Children announced Louis “Louie” Tregre of 
Ponchatoula, LA as 2011’s first recipient of a 
First Lady Award. This award is given 
periodically to an outstanding individual who is 
making a positive difference in the lives of 
children in Louisiana. Supriya Jindal said, 
“Dedicated, energetic, honorable and 
inspirational are words often used by others to 
describe Louie’s work ethic and character when 
it comes to serving the people of the 
Tangipahoa community. From coaching athletes 
in the Special Olympics to coordinating meals for 
many people across our state, it is evident Louie 
is a very special part of the community – he has 
a large heart, a warm smile and the dedication 
of an amazing volunteer.” 

Pictured to the right are: (Standing) Special Olympics, Inc. President & COO, Brady Lum, athlete 

Ashley Arceneaux, Superintendent of Louisiana State Police, Colonel Mike Edmonson, Special 

Olympics Louisiana President & CEO, Mrs. Pat Carpenter Bourgeois, athlete Kiet Ly, and Lieutenant 

General Russel Honoré. (Seated) athlete K’Von Albert and Special Olympics Louisiana Board 

Member and athlete, Thomas Claverie 

Special Olympics Louisiana hosted “Leadership — 
the Key to Success” a Gold Medal Commission 
Luncheon on Monday, June 6, 2011. The Gold 
Medal Commission is a group of Louisiana 
Leaders who have a common goal - to promote 
Special Olympics in the community, through 
awareness and fundraising. The luncheon was 
sponsored by AT&T and Coca-Cola and several 
local restaurants donated their talents and 
cuisine to this event. We were very pleased to 
have Special Olympics, Inc. President and Chief 
Operating Officer, Brady Lum in attendance to 
say a few words, as well as, Keynote Speaker, 
Lieutenant General Russel Honoré. The luncheon 
was a huge success and made over $20,000 for 
Special Olympics Louisiana! 



2011 Louisiana State Games Sponsors 
 

Mission Partners 
Louisiana Law Enforcement Torch Run 

Louisiana Dept. of Culture, Recreation & Tourism 
Walmart 

 

Platinum Sponsors 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Medallion Sponsor 
Lafayette Rotary Club South 

 

Gold Medal Sponsors 
Entergy Charitable Foundation 

Procter & Gamble Distributing Company 
Smitty Supply, Inc. 

 

Silver Medal Sponsor 
MidSouth Bank 

 

Bronze Medal Sponsors 
Hood Northlake Chevrolet—Drive It Forward Campaign 

Northrop Grumman 
The Fred B. and Ruth B. Zigler Foundation 

W & T Offshore 

Special Olympics Louisiana would like to offer 
tremendous thanks and appreciation to our 
sponsors. Our sponsors go above and beyond 
giving monetary donations as well as products, 
services, volunteers and advice. We are proud of 
these relationships and will continue to grow 
them as well as add new members to the family.  
Please join us in supporting these great 
corporations and foundations. 



2011 Louisiana LETR Sponsors  
 

Medallion Sponsors 
Valero 
AT&T 
 

Gold Medal Sponsors  
It’s a Smokin’ Blues & BBQ Challenge 
Louisiana Wildlife Agents Association 
 

Silver Medal Sponsors 
IREM Louisiana - Chapter 55 
Paragon Casino and Resort 
CommCare Corporation 
 

Bronze Medal Sponsors 
CLECO 
Treasure Chest Casino 
Louisiana Sheriff’s Association 
Louisiana Lottery Corporation 
Rotolo’s Pizzeria 

In 2011, the Louisiana 
Law Enforcement Torch 
Run began its 27th year 
and includes 
approximately 2,000 law 
enforcement officers.  
These selfless individuals 

are appropriately named “Guardians of the Flame” 
and still, today, proudly carry the Olympic Torch. 
Throughout the year, and across the state, Torch 
Run officers conduct fund-raising activities. These 
events are as varied and unusual as the 
phenomenal funds received. The Law 
Enforcement Torch Run is the single largest  
fund-raising event and the most highly 
successful public awareness campaign in 
the history of our organization.  
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Special Olympics Louisiana - Statement of Activities 
For the 12 Months Ending December 31, 2011 

Total Revenue 
$2,855,820 

 
 

Total Expenses 
$2,832,312 



Acadiana Area:  Teri Perkins (337) 654-0080 / teri.perkins@gmail.com  

Bayouland Area:  Theresa Theriot (800) 276-3195 / santacruztee@msn.com 

Capital Area:  Vacant  

Cenla Area:  Vacant 

Delta Area:  Thomee Fletcher (504) 460-7373 (Plaquemines)/ tfletcher@ppsb.org 

   Chermaine Kerth (504) 554-5514 (St. Bernard)/ cheramie.kerth@sbpsb.org 

Florida Parishes Area:  Diana Brownlee (985) 351-1615 / dianabrownlee@hotmail.com 

Jefferson Area:  Pudge Doucet (504) 393-7889 / pudged@bellsouth.net  

North Central Area:  Vacant 

Northeast Area:  Vacant  

Northwest Area:  Charlene Boles & Renee Starret (318) 673-0093 or (318) 218-7547 / 

 cwboles56@aol.com or starrece@aol.com  

Orleans Area:  Milton Batiste (504) 837-5105 / milbat3@cox.net 

Red River Area:  Donna Ward (318) 352-2369 / dhward1@bellsouth.net  

Southwest Area:  Julie Montague (337) 302-1848 / solswarea@aol.com 

mailto:teri.perkins@gmail.com
mailto:dianabrownlee@hotmail.com
mailto:pudged@bellsouth.net
mailto:starrece@aol.com
mailto:milbat3@cox.net
mailto:dhward1@bellsouth.net


For exact numbers in your area, contact our state 
office or visit our website to view your Area Director’s 
contact information. 



The Special Olympics Scarf Project allowed 
people from across the country to send knitted 
scarves to our athletes. Blue and Turqua were 
the official colors for this year. Special Olympics 
Louisiana received 1,198 scarves in which we 
gave them out at State Indoor Games. The 
outpouring from people was amazing, we 
received scarves from 39 other states and 
Canada! 
 
Special Olympics Louisiana, together with 
Archbishop Hannan High School, hosted a 
unified Flag Football event on Saturday, 
November 19th.  Over 40 athletes and unified 
partners participated. The day began with 
training activities in the areas of throwing, 
passing, agility and flag pulling. Then, a five on 
five flag football game commenced the day’s 
activities with Special Olympics Louisiana 
athletes and unified partners competing 
together on the same team.  Flag football is one 
of Special Olympics Louisiana’s newest sports 
offered.   
 
Special Olympics Louisiana hosted its newest 
program T.R.A.I.N. for 20 participants on 
November 29th. TRAIN (Testing Recreational 
Activities and Improving Nutrition) is a health 
assessment and educational program designed 
to assess Special Olympics athletes’ sports skills 
and provide them with nutritional information. 
TRAIN is a program developed by Special 
Olympics to track and improve athlete health 
and quality of life. Athletes go through a series 
of nutrition and sports skills stations. The 
nutrition stations are educational, focusing on 
the concept of a balanced plate. The sports skill 
stations test seven basic sports skills: aerobic 
endurance, balance, coordination, flexibility, 
power, strength, and speed/agility.  



President & CEO 
Pat Carpenter Bourgeois 

 

Vice President of Finance 
Sylvia Alaniz 

 

Director of Outreach & Area Mgmt.  
Charlie Courville 

 

Director of Special Projects SE 
Maria Sanchez 

 

Director of Special Projects SW 
Katie Bird 

 

Director of Internal Communications & Marketing 
Tiffany Harvey-Gautier 

 

Director of External Communications & Marketing 
Sarah Solomon 

 

Director of Volunteer & Program Mgmt. 
Dana Hickman 

 

Director of Sports and Competition 
Kevin Collins 

 

Director of Program & Fund Development 
Carlos Alessi 

 

Director of Program & Fund Development 
April Knopf 

 

Assistant Accountant  
Dana Rose 

 

Executive Assistant 
Celeste Fox 

 

Office Manager 
Sharon Lambert 

 

Office Assistant 
 Glenn Drude, Jr.  

Chair 
Ricky Ouber - Alexandria 

 

Vice-Chair 
Steve Deist - Baton Rouge 

 

Secretary 
Edward Gautier- Ponchatoula 

 

Treasurer 
William “BeBo” Wilkes - Bossier City 

 

Athlete Representative 
Thomas Claverie - New Orleans 

 

Joe Alleva- Baton Rouge 
 

Mona Brown - Lafayette 
 

Dr. A.N. Diodene - Plaquemine 
 

Gayle Horaist - Carencro 
 

Bill McDonald - Covington 
 

Catina Peoples -  New Orleans 
 

Darius Pique -  Robert 
 

Kathleen Quatroy- Slidell 
 

Charles Trent- Lafayette 

2011 Special Olympics Louisiana Staff2011 Special Olympics Louisiana Staff2011 Special Olympics Louisiana Staff   

Special Olympics, Inc. President 

& COO with two Special 

Olympics LA Board members 

Special Olympics LA staff with First Lady 
of LA, Mrs. Supriya Jindal Several Board Members, and 

President & CEO with the 

Gross Family 

2011 Special Olympics Louisiana Board of  Directors2011 Special Olympics Louisiana Board of  Directors2011 Special Olympics Louisiana Board of  Directors   



Special Olympics Louisiana 
1000 East Morris Avenue 

Hammond, LA 70403 
1-800-345-6644 

Fax: 985-345-6649 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/specialolympicslouisiana 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/SOLouisiana 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/SOLouisianaTV 
Wordpress: www.wordpress.specialolympicslouisiana.com 


